
 

Transparency Standards for Experimental Field Research   

   
   
Except in unusual circumstances, we require researchers to publish information that helps others to easily understand the original intention of the research, reproduce the 
analysis, and replicate the study. In your proposal, please describe any steps you will take to comply with these standards. 
 
For guidance, standard study items of public interest are listed below. Please address all that apply to your project, adding any relevant items that are not listed. For each item, 
elaborate when and where it will be shared. If you do not plan to share an item, explain the reasons. 
 
 
 
# Item Description When & how to share 

1 Study Protocol 

A document prepared at the outset of the study, explaining the study’s purpose and the hypotheses it 
aims to test, and listing the main outcome variables 
Note: We do not require that  

 the level of detail exceed what is ordinarily known at the outset of a research project  

 the ex post analysis be limited to what had been laid out ex ante  

Before initiation of outcome data collection: in an 
appropriate trial registry  
 
No longer than 24 months after the end of the grant period: 
in an appropriate research archive  

2 
Project 
financials 

A document outlining budgeted as well as incurred expenses associated with the project  

No longer than 24 month after the end of the grant period: 
in an appropriate research archive 

3 Sampling Frame 
A listing of the study population from which participants are selected 
(Individual identifiers and other sensitive information may be removed) 

4 
Sampling / 
Randomization 
Files  

File(s) containing the commands  

 to sample study participants from the sampling frame  

 to allocate study participants into treatment and control groups 
They should be presented in an intuitive manner & in the language of a common statistical package 

5 
Data Collection 
Instruments 

Common example: survey questionnaires   

6 Raw Data 
Complete sets of collected data as they first present themselves to the researchers in digital form  
(Individual identifiers and other sensitive information may be removed) 

7 
Cleaning and 
Analysis Files 

File(s) containing  

 commands used to clean data and bring it into analyzable form 

 commands required to replicate and visualize every calculation and data table from the publication 

 notes for clarification and reference 
They should be presented in an intuitive manner & in the language of a common statistical package 

8 Codebooks 
Files that assist with the interpretation of data sets, e.g. by labeling data and linking it to data collection 
instruments   

9 
Implementation 
Narrative 

A document to guide a hypothetical researcher who sets out to replicate the trial, describing any 
difficulties that may have arisen or lessons that may have materialized in the course of the roll-out  

 


